Number of live births, deaths and natural increase (decrease) of the population

Definitions and methodology

Childbirth (live birth) until 1 July 1996 has been considered complete expulsion or extraction from its mother of a product of conception with a gestation period of 28 weeks and over (with a length of 35 cm and more, a weight of 1000 grams and more) who after such separation made at least one original breath. Live births also included foetuses born before 28 weeks of gestation (less than 35 cm in length and less than 1000 grams in weight) and having survived over 7 days and nights. 


From 1 July 1996 in Ukraine new criteria for live birth has been adopted.

A live birth is the complete expulsion or extraction from its mother of a product of conception, irrespective of the duration of pregnancy, which, after such separation, breathes or shows any other evidence of life such as beating of the heart, pulsation of the umbilical cord, or definite movement of voluntary muscles, whether or not the umbilical cord has been cut or the placenta is attached.

From 1 July 1996 to 1 January 2007 in the bodies of registration of civil status acts were subjected to registration: born alive and dead with a weight of 1000 grams or more (or when a birth weight is unknown with a length of 35 cm and more or with a period of gestation of 28 weeks or over), including newborns with a weight of less than 1000 grams in multiple births delivery but a period of gestation of 28 weeks and over. All live births with the weight from 500 to 999 grams also were subjected to registration provided they survived more than 168 hours (7 days and nights) after birth. 

From 1 January 2007 in the bodies of registration of civil status acts are subjected to registration: born alive or dead with a weight of 500 grams and more (or when a birth weight is unknown with a length of 25 cm and more, or with a period of gestation of 22 weeks and over);  born alive or dead with a weight of less than 500 g at multiple births delivery if a period of gestation is 22 weeks and over; foetuses born alive before 22 week of  gestation (i.e. with a length less than 25 cm and weight less than 500 grams) and having survived over 7 complete days and nights (168 hours after birth) as live births at preterm deliveries. 

Natural increase (decrease) of the population – the difference between the number of live births and the number of deaths. 

Total fertility and mortality coefficients (fertility, mortality) -  the ratio of numbers of births (live births) and numbers of died during the calendar year to the average annulal  number of actual population, respectively. It is calculated per 1000 persons of actual population. 

Total coefficient of natural increase (natural increase per 1000 persons of actual population) is calculated as the ratio of natural increase of population to the average number of actual population or as the difference between the total coefficients of fertility and mortality. 

Annual average population is calculated as the mean arithmetic value at the beginning and the end of a year.
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